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sometimes narrow and mistaken, and not up to the
level of the current ideas. Like Wullenweber, he had
reaped nothing but ingratitude in return for his ardent
and patriotic labours.

It is remarkable that Cologne was the first of the
cities to reply in the affirmative, that she wished to
remain in the League, Cologne ever so insubordinate
and stubborn, Bremen also acquiesced, provided
twenty more cities sided with Cologne. They stated
that they decided thus for the sake of their posterity,
since, having once acted, they must go through with
it at all costs.

While all these dissensions were going on in the
heart of the League itself, England continued in its
onward path, evincing that feverish activity of com-
mercial enterprise that has ever distinguished it
Elizabeth sent ambassadors in all directions, courted
and bribed the German princelings, distributed her
gold everywhere, and by means of her spies neglected
no means of making herself feared or beloved, or
both.

The League meanwhile had to look on with impo-
tence, for it lacked resources to do otherwise. Day
by day it was losing its influence. It is true that both
the Hanseatic and the Imperial Diet tried to prevent
the English from settling in Germany ; but the towns
that saw their profit in receiving them either openly
or secretly disobeyed commands which neither party
could enforce. As a sample of the replies given to
the Diet by the Hanseatic cities may be cited the
case of Stade, which, when called to account, answered
" That Almighty God had put the English in their